Conservation and Open Space Element Comments

	Conservation and Open Space Element Comments

	
	

	Page 5-2: Second paragraph
	This new paragraph uses the word “essentially unimproved” to describe open space. Agriculture can be considered” improved” but is still considered open space. Suggest removing or changing these words.

	Page 2 - Last paragraph: Open Space/Conservation


	There is no reference to protecting the wildlife corridors and MSCP areas from excessive noise in this paragraph. Shouldn’t there be something here to protect that land use?



	Page 5-5: Fourth paragraph under Habitats and Species
	Add the types of resources to the first sentence: Protecting the region’s biological and natural resources requires…

	Page 5-7: Last paragraph under Goal and Policies
	Goal COS-1.2 Minimize Impacts: This is a good sentence for placement in the noise element.

	Page 5-8: Goals COS 1.6 and COS 1.7
	Switch these two goals – Cos-1.5 and COS-1.7 are related to funding. Keep them together for consistency.

	Page 5-8: Last Paragraph Policy COS-2.1
	Add the words “inside and” outside of preserves: Protect and enhance natural wildlife habitat inside and outside of preserves…

	Page 5-11: Third paragraph
	Make a new paragraph for the sentence that starts with “The Metropolitan Waste District (MWD) sets… Suggest adding an introductory sentence to this paragraph that provides a brief description f what MWD does:  The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MED) imports water from the Colorado River and northern California. This water is distributed to ## water purveyors in San Diego County. MWD sets the targets…

	Page 5-13: First paragraph COS-4.3
	The last sentence calls out two specific problems related to stormwater infiltration. Can there be a clarifier in here that states there could be other problems besides the two listed? This policy shall not apply in areas with high groundwater, where raising the water table could cause septic system failures, moisture damage to building slabs, or other problems.

	Page 5-13: Policy COS-5.4 Invasive Species
	Add “Discourage sales of invasive plants.”


	
	

	
	

	Page 5-14: First paragraph
	This paragraph cites different agencies that provide statistical information. For clarity and reference to the reader, can the years that these statistics represent be listed in the narrative? Then when someone is reading this document 15 years from now, it is clear what year these statistics are from. Two of the footer reference dates but one footer does not.

	Page 5-14: Third paragraph
	New sentence in this paragraph beginning with “in addition, …– change “and” to “but”. 

	Page 5-14: Third paragraph
	And are there still extractive uses being approved in riverbeds?

	Page 5-15: First paragraph which is last sentence of third paragraph under Context
	Add to the end of the sentence: …County’s agricultural industry “and the local economy”.

	Page 5-16: Gray box under COS-6.4
	Do agricultural areas serve as habitat for “all” sensitive species? Should this say “some” sensitive species?

	Page 5-16: COS-6.5
	In regards to the added words “protect watersheds” - Should this say “protect water resources” instead? I don’t think that implementing BMPs will protect  the entire watershed.

	Page 5-38: COS 17.1
	The last sentence in this policy references AB 939 and the 50 percent diversion rate. This diversion rate will be increasing during the implementation period of this GP. This new percentage should be referenced here.

	Page 5-38: COS-17.5
	Can this sentence be more specific to state something like this: Require that all new land development projects include space for recycling containers within individual residences and trash enclosures and disposal areas.

	Page 5-39: COS-19.3 Gray water use in new development
	In order to bring in the gray water use can this goal be added: Encourage plumbing design of new development projects to incorporate the reuse of graywater where feasible.

	Page 5-40: Parks and Recreation section
	MSCP: this acronym is not spelled out at the beginning of this section. Spell out MSCP and provide a brief description here of what the MSCP is. Also reference another document that has more detailed information about the MSCP program.

	Page 5-41: Last sentence
	Change from: “Preserves vary in size…” to “Preserves vary in acreage”…

	Page 5-41: Last paragraph, 5th sentence
	Change to: These fees may also be used to provide “recreational services” in regional parks…

	Page 5-43: COS-23.1 Public Access
	The beginning of this sentence mentions allowing public access to cultural resources. There are some cultural resources (archeological resources) that the public is not allowed to access such as Indian burial grounds, etc. Strongly recommend removing “cultural resources” from the public access goal. Or, make a statement such as public access to cultural resources (where allowed)…

	
	

	
	

	
	


